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Quarter-Century 
Librarians Enjoy 
Get-Together 


An unusual feature of the 1950 
conference was the breakfast held 
on Saturday morning for librarians 
with twenty-five or more years 
service. Miss Ethel G. Baker of 
South Bend was in charge of ar- 
rangements for the event. The 
thirty-one librarians who were able 
to be present for the affair in- 
cluded : 

Florence Allman, Cataloger 

Hammond 
Bertha Ashby, 

Bloomington 
Jane Aspinall, Branch Librarian 

South Bend 
Ethel G. Baker, Librarian 

South Bend 
Mary Bishop, Librarian 

Marion 
Mrs. Mary Brown, Librarian 

Warsaw 
Ruth Brown, 

Frankfort 
Mary J. Cain, 

Indianapolis 
Norma Corya, Librarian 

Brookville 
Erma Cox, 

Martinsville 
Emma Davis, Librarian 

Atlanta 
Katherine Frazee, Librarian 

Seymour 
Mrs. Gerna Gunnison, Librarian 

Brazil 
Lillian C. Hall, Branch Librarian 

Indianapolis 
Flora Hartsook, 

Marion 
Audrey Haworth, Librarian 
; Noblesville 
rs. Kate B. Hay, Retired 
Fowler 








|| Absence of Brigham 


“God bless us everyone! prayed Tiny Tim, 
Crippled and dwarfed of body, yet so tall 
Of soul, we tiptoe earth 
High towering over all. 

—James Whitcomb Riley 


Eunice D. Henley, Retired 
Indianapolis 

Edna Holden, County Librarian 
Logansport 

Amy Johnson, Librarian 
Columbia City 

Mrs. Dorothy A. Jones, Librarian 
Royal Center 

Mrs. Grace S. Mason, Librarian 
Rochester 

Mrs. Anne Metzger, Librarian 
South Whitley 

Jane M. North, Librarian 
Rising Sun 

Nellie Pettijohn, 
Sheridan 

Leah J. Power, Children’s Librar- 
ian, Warsaw 

Marie Stouder, Librarian 
Goshen 

Edith Thompson, Librarian 
Frankfort 

Mrs. Myrtle Ward, 
Mishawaka 

Hazel B. Warren 
State Library 

Frank H. Whitmore, Librarian 
East Chicago 
Eunice Henley of the State Li- 

brary and Mrs. Kate B. Hay of 

Fowler had the distinction of hav- 

ing served twenty-five years before 

their retirement. 


The breakfast is not planned as 
an annual affair but is tentatively 
set as an event to be noted at five- 
year intervals so you can be look- 
ing ahead to 1955. 


to look on him, 


| TRUSTEE CITATION 
COMMITTEE GIVES DUAL 
AWARD 


Father C. J. Schuerman, Li- 
brarian of Saint Joseph’s College 
and his committeemen, James A. 
Howard of Hammond and Mar- 
garet F, Cooper of Linton had the 
double pleasure this year of select- 
ing two trustees for the honor of 
being awarded citations. 


The closely kept secret was an- 
nounced during the Friday evening 
dinner meeting by Father Schuer- 
man. Recipients of the awards 
were Mrs. Fred A. Borns and Mr. 
George A. Hyman. Mrs. Borns, 
newly past-president of the Indiana 
Library Trustees Association, is a 
trustee from Gary besides being 
active in affairs of the state associ- 
ation. Mr. Hyman of Logansport 
is a trustee recognized not only for 
his work for the Logansport Public 
Library but also for working on 
the state level. 





With the flurry of the holiday 
season rapidly approaching it 
might be a good idea to ring your 
calendar for January 30 through 
February 3, 1951, the dates set for 
the Midwinter meeting of ALA to 
be held in Chicago at the Edge- 
water Beach Hotel. The process 
of preparing the program is in 
progress and the program itself 
should appear in the January issue 


of the ALA BULLETIN. 


|Felt at State Meeting 


| With the conference registration 
set at 520 and, judging from re- 
ports on meetings in neighboring 
states, ILA and ILTA may be 
well pleased at the excellent turn- 
jout. Too, there was no cause for 
disappointment with the Indian- 
apolis weather—it rained as usual. 
In one respect the meeting was 
definitely different. Harold Brig- 
ham, State Librarian, to whom 
both ILA and ILTA members so 
frequently turn for advice and in- 
formation was absent on doctor’s 
orders. 


Mrs. Fred A. Borns, trustee 
from Gary and president of 
ILTA, presided at the first gen- 
eral session during which reports 
of joint committees were present- 
ed. Mr. Ross Teckemeyer, Execu- 
tive Secretary of the Public Em- 
ployees of Indiana Retirement 
Fund, gave a brief talk on “Indi- 
ana and the Effect of Social 
Security on Retirement.” He 
pointed out that a committee, ap- 
pointed by the governor of Indiana, 
is studying the pension plan law. 
The possibility of assessing the full 
salary of an employee instead of 
the limited $1,800.00 is under con- 
sideration in order to increase 
pension benefits. 


The business meeting of ILA 
culminated in the election of new 
officers for 1950-1951. Elected on 
an unanimous ballot were the 
following: 
President—Harold J. Sander, 
Business Library, Indianapolis 

Vice-President—Miss Marcelle 
K. Foote, Connersville Public 
Library 


(Continued on next page) 
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Secretary—Mrs. Elizabeth M. 
Burton, U. S. Naval Ord- 
nance Plant, Indianapolis 

‘'Treasurer—Miss Mary Arm- 
strong, Fort Wayne Public 


Library 

Director-at-Large—Miss Hazel 
Armstrong, Indiana State 
Teachers College, Terre 
Haute 


Conference attenders perked up 
their ears when Mr. David F. 
Milligan, Promotion Manager of 
Indianapolis’ WFBM, WFBM- 
TV, presented figures illustrating 
-the effect of television on reading 
habits in his talk on ‘Video, Radio 
and Type.” Quoting a recent sur- 
vey, Mr. Milligan pointed out that 
thirty-eight percent of the persons 
interviewed for the survey are 
reading less. Since Indianapolis 
now has a TV station, the monu- 
inental increase of receiving sets in 
use in the area has been from 2,500 
in May of 1949 to 95,000 fourteen 
months later. The tremendous im- 
pact of TV on the life of the 
nation was further emphasized by 
the statement that 8,269,000 sets 


:were in operation in October, 
1950. 
The somber import of Mr. 


Milligan’s talk was soon dispelled 
by the excellent pantomiming of 
; Marguerite DeAnguera of a script, 
“Forgive us, as we—,” written by 
Dorothy Knisely and narrated by 
Gus Hoo (Harold Sander). De- 
picting the “flesh and blood”’— 
though very thin blood—day of a 
“typical” librarian in contrast to a 
“red-blooded” dream sequence, the 
;Pahtomime gave the audience an 
opportunity to chuckle over their 
own and their profession’s foibles. 

An unusual feature of the 
Thursday evening program was 
the introduction of exhibitors by 
Dan Williams. Following the 
close of the formal meeting, Mrs. 
Audrey McElhenny, sister of 
Heckman’s Ernie Marshall, played 
two piano solos and accompanied 


the audience for a general sing. 
Cider and doughnuts were served 
for the informal hour after the 
meeting. 

Much of the actual work of the 
conference centered on discussion 
of the proposed legislative pro- 
gram, details of which had been 
furnished to librarians and trustees 
before the meeting. Discussion of 
the program boiled down to an ex- 
pression of confidence in the Joint 
Legislative Committee of ILA and 
ILTA and the Executive Boards’ 
decisions in further promoting or 
limiting the legislative program. 
During meetings of large and 
small libraries discussion had indi- 
cated the trend of thinking of 
trustees and librarians. 

Following action on legislation, 
Miss Ruth Rutzen, Home Read- 
ing Services Director, Detroit 
Public Library, spoke on the sub- 
ject “Putting a Legislative Pro- 
gram into Action,” In’ pushing 
through a campaign, Miss Rutzen 
reminded the session, success rests 
on those who work at the local 
level, stressing the necessity of co- 
operation from each and every li: 
brarian and trustee. 

As usual, the peak of the con- 
ference was reached with the 
dinner meeting on Friday evening. 
The Madrigal Singers of Arsenal 
Technical High School of Indian- 
apolis did an exceedingly fine job 
of the eight numbers they sang 
seated around a table in the tra- 
ditional manner, 

In her charming manner Mrs. 
Bard, president of ILA, intro- 
duced the speaker of the evening, 
Mr. A. B. Guthrie, Jr., author of 
The Big Sky and The Way West 
and a Pulitzer prize winner for 
fiction. Mr. Guthrie spoke on the 
justification of historical fiction 
and the qualities which go to make 





Of a Boar 


At a recent meeting of our 
fourth-year great books group a 
portion of Aristotle’s Metaphysics 
was discussed. Attendance was 
noticeable poor that evening. One 
participant remarked that it would 
have been a help had the material 
been translated into English. In 
browsing through 1001 Christmas 
Facts and Fancies by Alfred Carl 
Hottes (A. T. De La Mare, 
1937) an early use for the ancient 
gentleman's not so lucid prose fell 
under my glance: 

“A story says that an Oxford 
student was studying in Shotover 
Forest away from the diverting in- 
fluences of his companions, when 
suddenly he saw a wild boar rush- 
ing at him open-mouthed. The 
student was reading Aristotle and 
had presence of mind to cram the 
book into the jaws of the beast. He 
exclaimed, ‘Graecum est,’ and one 
writer said that he choked the 
savage with the sage. Another 
writes: “The poor student could 
not waste a good Aristotle by los- 
ing it in the neck of a boar, so the 
head was cut off and the book re- 
covered, But a good boar’s head 
could not be wasted any more than 
a classic tome, so it was taken to 
the college and was roasted and 
eaten. It is still the custom at 
Queen’s College, Oxford, to have 
elaborate ceremonies at the bring- 
ing in of boar’s head though it is 
said that the head is false and con- 
tains pieces of brawn.” 





far removed from the character of 
the country, the people and the 
times which he has so ably pictured 
in his writings. 

The last general session of the 
conference opened with a panel 
discussion, led by Esther Burrin, 
on the subject “Library Services 
for Children and Young People 
that Stimulate Growth in a De- 
mocracy.” The four speakers on 
the panel, Mr. John Moriarty of 
Purdue University, Mrs. Dorothy 
Lawson, Head of the Holliday 
Memorial Branch Library for 
Young People in Indianapolis, 
Miss Edna Holden, Cass County 
Librarian and Miss Edith Chal- 
fant, school librarian, Hartford 
City, reaffirmed those elements of 
influence which librarians can 
wield in the growth of young 
people, elements which should be 
recalled to librarians to keep them 


; alive to the possibilities at hand. 


Mrs. Martha Bennett King, 
children’s book editor, Chicago 
Sun Times, closed the conference 
with a talk on “Folklore for Fun 


up a good historical novel, pointing| and Freedom.” Mrs. King spoke 


out the many pitfalls which lie in 
wait for the unwary writer. The 


of folklore as the everyday side of 
history and pointed out the useful- 


speaker’s urbane manner seemed ness of folklore in teaching music, 





Under such captions:as “‘A little 
company of good people,” “Spring 
and the beauty of the earth, sun 
and cloud and the windy hill,” and 
“Camping and canoeing, and cook- 
ing too” Lloyd W. Josselyn of the 
Albert A. Wells Memorial Li- 
brary, Lafayette, has published an 
intriguing selection of out-of-doors 
books. The cover of the list states: 
“On the following pages we have 
listed some two hundred good 
readable books. With very few ex- 
ceptions we have read or used all 
of them.” A good recommendation 
from a man who is both a librarian 
and a lover of the out-of-doors! 
Incidentally, Mr., Josselyn recom- 
mends The Mid-west Fisherman 
as an exceptionally fine periodical 
for fishermen of this region. 





During the course of the ILA 
business meeting and again at the 
Executive Board meeting, it was 
stressed that Indiana librarians 
must support A.L.A. as well as 
ILA. The state association is in 
danger of losing a representative 
on the A.L.A. Council if Indiana 
memberships in A.L.A. continue 
to lag. 





At the College and Universities 
Round Table session during the 
state meeting Mrs. Rosamond B. 
Wetmore, Ball State Teachers 
College Library, Muncie, was 
elected chairman and Miss E, Faye 
Connor, Librarian of the Hunting- 
ton College Library, was elected 
secretary for the 1951 meeting. 





The Junior Members Round 
Table elected Harley Spencer, 
Mishawaka Public Library, presi- 
dent, and Miss Alice May Beaver, 
Logansport Public Library, secre- 
tary-treasurer, for 1950-1951. 





Information at Your Fingertips 
is the cover caption of the well- 
illustrated and annotated brochure 
recently published by the Muncie 
Public Library, Dan Williams, li- 
brarian. The many services of the 
library are well pictured in a series 
of friendly, casual photographs. 





In case you should be passing 
through Washington, D. C. some- 
time between now and April 30, 
1951, you may want to. stop 
around the L.C. to view the Indi- 
ana Territory Sesquicentennial ex- 
hibit. (Location: Main Building, 
First Floor, South Gallery.) 





social studies, literature, and other 
fields. Accompanying herself on 
the guitar, Mrs. King sang a group 
of ballads and lullabies. Tracing a 
particular ballad from the east 
coast version to the Indiana version 
proved especially interesting to the 
receptive audience. 
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ILA Executive Board 
Meet LIBRARY BINDINGS 


Action set afoot by the Execu- 
tive Board of ILA at recent meet- Send for our 1951 Catalog 


Ings concerns recruitment work 



























Well-known Indiana 
Librarian Dies 


Indiana librarians, active in 


net ~ = phy ee = and the publication of FOCUS. 32 PAGES 
saddened to learn of the death |] At its meeting of November 2 th am : : 
of Ethel Farquhar McCollough eaak coum a adaeaia a i fo Describing over 600 Children’s 
on October 10, 1950. Miss }| the publication of a recruitment Books 
McCollough was well known booklet to be distributed through- LIBRARY In 30 series 
throughout the state as Chief f/out the state by county coordi- PLUS 
Librarian at Evansville from |] nators. Make-up of the booklet has beens 
ees io. Frenklin Indiana Oar eae ur te ee ” ig 

’ ) ommittee f thic 2 ‘ ee 
the daughter of William Baxter || Williams of Sliantle is cata ‘ penta aethig i - 


Books Into Age Groups 


WILCOX & FOLLETT CO. 
1255 S. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 5, Illinois 


and Elsie Brown McCollough, 
Miss McCollough attended 
Franklin College, graduating 
with a degree of Bachelor in 
Philosophy in 1901. She re- 
ceived her B. L. S. at the Li- 
brary School, University of the 
State of New York in 1904. 

Before going to Evansville 
Miss McCollough was librarian 
at Elwood, Indiana and at 
Superior, Wisconsin. Between 
1910 and 1912 she was field 
visitor and instructor in book 
selection, library administration, 
library buildings and bibliogra- 
phy with the Wisconsin Library 
Commission, 

In 1907 Miss McCollough 
served as vice-president of ILA 
and, after returning to Indiana, 
was president of ILA for the 
year 1913-1914. During the 
summer of 1918 she was organ- 
izer of libraries in Army posts, 
Mexican Border for A. L. A. 

An honorary Master of Arts 
degree was bestowed on Miss 
McCollough in 1936 by Frank. 
lin College. 


In order to centralize the publi- 
cation and mailing of FOCUS the 
Executive Board at its November WibCes & FeuLETT ce. 
4 meeting decided to turn over to 
the printers the job of addressing 
FOCUS envelopes. The plan will 
have the additional advantage of 
removing a burden from the Ex- 
tension Division of the State Li- 
brary where the addressing has THANK YOU 
been done in the past. FOR YOUR SUGGESTIONS! 

A new set of plates, to be made 
up by the printers, is in the offing. 
It is suggested that Miss Grace 
Beecher, Circulation Manager, or 

























Since the Reorganization in 1925 we have invited 
librarians to offer suggestions for the betterment of 
OUR SERVICE 
Your, response and our desire to give the best 


your FOCUS editor be notified so always HAS MADE THIS BINDERY A LEADER IN 
that the new plates will be correct INDIANA During 1949... 


and current. WE PLEDGE TO CONTINUE THAT SAME POLICY 








reece reese eeermmsenime 
SSSA 








NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 
546 South Meridian Street Indianapolis 4, Indiana 


“PARAGON BINDINGS” 
fill your complete needs. 





Every cent of your library 
dollar is used and when it 
is spent for these bindings, 
at the lowest prices in the 
field, you have the best 


buy on the market. 
Jack B. Spear, formerly of the 


Gary Public Library staff, has 
gone to the New York State Li- 
brary as Associate Supervisor of 
Public Libraries. He will be work- 
ing with the new state aid plan 
written up in the September issue 


of WILSON BULLETIN. 





DON R. PHILLIPS 


P.O. Box 57 
VANDALIA, MICHIGAN 








, 





Remittances go to Lois Ringo at 
the Carnegie Public Library, And- | 
erson, Indiana. 


Your ILA dues will be payable q 

again after the first of the year. 
LIBRARY SUPPLIES? 
You'll find them all in here 


Yes, you'll find anything and everything you want in this big. 
illustrated catalog. You'll see the latest simplified methods, 
short cuts you too can use. 68 pages crammed with pictures 
and helpful hints for improving the operation of your library. 

For your own free copy, just phone your local Remington 
Rand office or fill in the coupon. 











You Ready... 


TEEN AGE BOOKS 


The long awaited publication TEEN AGE GUIDE is now 
ready! This is just the guide to help you in the selection nee ee ae ae ee eee 
of teen age reading material. It’s chock full of comments, ans eed oats 1915A 

reviews and news about the latest books for teen agers. REMINGTON RAND Senna Pos. 

Write for your copy today! 1535 N. Meridian St., indianapolis 2 


0 Please furnish copy of Library 
Supplies Catalog (LB 419). 


A ° C . M Cc CL U we G & C oO ’ CO We are (planning) (building) a 


Library__EEE ESS 


new library. eee 
333 E. ONTARIO ST. CHICAGO 11, ILLINOIS 0 We have a planning problem. 

Please have your Library Special- City ee 

ist phone for an appointment. Copyright 1950 by Remington Rand Inc. 
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Out of the Past 
The Scholarship and Loan Fund 
Committee, Mary Holmes, chair- 
man, chose three persons to receive 
Summer Scholarships away back in 
June. Since we've never published 
the list sent to us, it seems fitting 
and proper that it be done. Three 
scholarships of seventy-five dollars 
($75.00) each were awarded as 
follows: 
Norma Jean Lynn, assistant at 
the Business Branch of the 
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Indianapolis Public Library, 
who hopes to become a law 
librarian and is taking library 
science at Indiana University. 


Mildred Akers, high school li- 


brarian at- Washington, Indi- 
ana, who is completing her 
Master’s Degree in Library 
Science at Peabody College. 


Elizabeth Alice Wills, Terre 


Haute, Indiana, assistant 
branch librarian at Indian- 
apolis. 


Good Books 


for 
Children’s Reading 


Displayed for your eval- 
uation without obligation 


ARTHUR C. GAU 
832 North Main Street 
SOUTH BEND 


Representing 


Compton’s 


Pictured Encyclopedia 
* 
Your Indiana 
School and Library 
Representative 


MRS. BESS VANDIVIER 
Box 36 
Franklin, Indiana 


A Sign of Quality 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND” 
Library Binding 


a ||, @ No waMne... 
| * for Standard Library Furniture 


Card Catalog Cabinets: Book Trucks — 3 styles; 
Stools, Charging Trays, Displayers, etc., are all in 
LET} stock for prompt shipment. 


c Quarter sawed oak — light and dark finish only. 


New Method Book Bindery Please write for prices. 
Inc. cn 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS | GAYLORD BROS., Inc. 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 


Beckley-Cardy Company 


Prebound Books 


Library of the Month Esther K. Spitler, Ln. 


PLYMOUTH 


On the agenda for progress and improvement at the 
Plymouth Public Library was “Children’s Room for youthful 
bookworms.” 


More than 6500 volumes of children’s books were moved 
by the Boy Scouts into the new Children’s Room in the library 
basement several months ago. The room, easily accessible 
from the main floor, has a separate outside entrance. Windows 
line two sides of the rooms to admit sufficient light and air. 
A black and rust linoleum block floor covering, light green 
walls, fluorescent lighting, new light oak shelving, and some 
new furniture are inviting features of the room. 


The Tri-Kappa sorority contributed a book truck and 
two reproductions of famous paintings, “The Fairy Tale” by 
Firle and “Francesco Sassetti and His Son Teodore” by 
Ghirlandajo. 


Immediately following the opening of the new Children’s 
Room, twenty-nine groups of grade school children started 
visiting the new location. They became acquainted with the 
arrangement of books, use of the card catalog, and - were 
introduced to the idea to be used for the summer reading club. 


Note: The attractive girl seated at the desk (see picture) 
is Miss Spitler. 


THE HECKMAN BINDERY 


Library of the month is sponsored by North Manchester, Indiana 











